Clinical assessment of ventricular function after surgical treatment of congenital heart defects.
The assessment of ventricular function has contributed to the current surgical evaluation and surgical treatment of congenital heart defects, but many issues remain unresolved. The challenge of assessing ventricular function after surgical repair of congenital heart defects includes not only the general problem of distinguishing adverse loading conditions from myocardial failure but also more unique problems of right heart function and developmental differences in ventricular function. The possibility and significance of diastolic dysfunction are essentially unexplored and contingent upon our better understanding of the determinants of diastolic indices. Many of the technologies and methods are currently available and there is the beginning of a move toward better designed clinical trials and analysis of results. The assessment of ventricular function will become increasingly important as surgical techniques are improved and we are left with the more difficult choices between competing approaches.